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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

 

Early childhood education is an investment of the nation; 

if you develop the Indonesian into nationalism, integrity and 

strong characternation you will start it from toddlers. Indonesian 

condition has been carried away by students at school. Many 

students fight, get drugs, and do anarchism. In fact, many 

students have committed suicide because of things that are 

not really important, such as being teased by friends, unable to 

pay tuition fees, or not passing the National Examination (UN). 

Students are also less motivated to study hard, less diligent and 

easy to give up. Schools have difficulty educating their students 

to become persistent, independent and tireless students. For this 

reason, education is needed that not only develops knowledge, 

but also good mind, graceful and ethical behavior, speech and 

attitudes, and has a strong mental to succeed and excel which 

are summarized in character education. The government has 

developed the Grand Design Character Education (Directorate 

of PSMP, 2009) which is expected to be a guide to character 

education at schools. Socializations have also been conducted in 

various schools. However, character oftoddlers does not yet exist. 

Eventhough moral, social, intellectual, and emotional values   in an 

integrated manner is a central issue of early childhood education. 

For this reason, everyone need mind, insight, and character 

education design in order that character development can be 

done from an early age.
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The Concept of Character Education In 1993, the Josephson 

Institute of Ethics sponsored a meeting in Aspen, Colorado, United 

States to discuss moral decline and how to overcome it. Twenty-

eight world leaders formulate universal values   derived from 

cultural, economic, political and religious values. The results of 

the meeting were known as the Aspen Declaration on Character 

Education (DeRoche, 2009). The momentum is known as a revival of 

character education that existed. Character education formulated 

in the Aspen declaration mentioned above is an ethical value of a 

democratic society, such as respect, responsibility, trustworthiness, 

fairness and fairness, caring, social values   and citizenship.

The concept of character education continues to develop 

into new thoughts. Cun Ningham (2007) from National-Louis 

University, USA stated that the character taught at school is an 

extension of existing character, moral value in society, which is 

known as normative social character. Normative characters include 

honesty, unyielding, modesty, reasonableness, and keeping 

emotions, where the school acts as a moral agent. He stated, “One 

way to think about character is to see it as the extent to which 

a moral agent exemplifies the moral ideas of a society. We can 

call this socially normative character. Gather together all of those 

ideals, honesty, perseverance, modesty, temperance, whatever - 

and convert them into behaviors “.

Furthermore, character education was initiated by 

Thomas Lickona (2005), who stated that good character includes 

understanding, caring, and behaving based on basic ethical values. 
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It has the role of helping students and the school community to 

understand good values   and behave based on those values. He 

said, “Good character consists of understanding, caring about, and 

acting upon core ethical values. The task of character education 

is to help students and all members of the learning community 

know “the good,” value it, and act upon it “. Character education is 

not only about getting children to behave well, but also forming 

good thoughts, character, and behavior with which children 

succeed. It is similar to DeRoche’s (2009) opinion which states that: 

“Therefore character education is not about simply acquiring a set 

of behaviors. It is about developing the habits of mind, heart, and 

actions that enable a person to flourish “.

Based on the statements above, character is interpreted 

as values, attitudes, and behaviors that can be accepted by the 

community. These characters include various things such as 

ethical, democratic, respectful, responsible, trustworthy, fair and 

caring. The character sources are consist of social values, state 

ideology, citizenship, national, religious and ethnic cultural values   

that are accepted by Indonesian society in order not to cause 

conflict.

When toddlers is in kindergarten, itis an effective age 

to develop a variety of potential and personality possessed by 

children. This development effort can be carried out in various 

ways through character education in learning. This activity is 

not only related to cognitive abilities but also mental, social and 

emotional readiness. Therefore, the implementation must be 
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carried out in an interesting, varied and enjoyable manner.

The application of toddlers’ character can be in a daily 

program, which is about the child’s personality, independence, 

discipline, and responsibility otherwise the child is ready to follow 

the next level of education and adult life. Kindergarten is education 

for toddlerswho are on a formal institution. It is able to maintain 

the image and quality of learning so that the community continues 

to recognize the quality of teaching and learning process carried 

out. One of them is to educate students with character.

In writing this book, it is expected to help educators in 

implementing character education in the preparation of learning 

planning in order that learning is more directed, effective and 

efficient in achieving the goals.
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CHAPTER II
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

1. Definition of Character Development

According to Dani Setiawan (2010), character can be 

taken from the Latin words “kharakter”, “kharassein”, and “kharax”, 

meaning “tools for making”, “to engrave”, and “pointed stake”. This 

word began to be widely used in French as “caractere” in the 14th 

century. When entering in English, the word “caractere” changes to 

“character”, before becoming Indonesian “character”.

According to Poerwadarminta’s dictionary, character 

is interpreted as character, psychological traits, morals that 

distinguish someone from others. And according to the American 

Dictionary of the English Language (2001), character is defined as, 

“the firm and specific qualities that are built in the life of a person 

who determines his response without the influence of existing 

conditions”. Character refers to the application of moral values   in 

the form of actions or behavior.

According to Suyanto (2010), character is a way of thinking 

and behaving that is being character to live and cooperate; both 

within the scope of family, society, nation and state. People 

who have good character are someone who make decisions 

and take a risk that they have. Meanwhile, character education 

involves aspects of knowledge (cognitive), feeling, and action. 

Without these three aspects, character education will not be 
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effective. When character education applied systematically and 

continuously, a child will become intelligent. Intelligence is an 

important provision in the future, because someone will be easier 

and more successful in facing life challenges including challenges 

to succeed academically.

Unlike Suyanto, Tadkiroatun Musfiroh (2008), character 

refers to a attitudes, behavior, motivation and skills. Character is 

taken from Greek which means “to mark” and focuses on how to 

apply the value of goodness into actions or behavior. On other 

hand, people who are dishonest, cruel, greedy, etc classified into 

people who have bad character. And people who have good 

characters are called people who have noble character. Character 

education is a system of building the character to school residents 

for instance knowledge, awareness or willingness, and actions to 

implement these characters. In summary, character education is 

interpreted as: “The deliberate use of all dimensions of school life 

to form optimal character development”.

According to Rizal (2010), a person’s character cannot be 

changed, but the environment can strengthen or weaken the 

character. Parents as the child’s figure in forming character need 

to be provided with knowledge about child development so that 

children will grow by having good characters. Taryana and Rinaldi 

(2010), suggest that the character is formed from the imitation 

process through seeing, hearing and following. Then the real 

character can be taught intentionally. Therefore a child can have 

good character and bad character, depending on the source he is 
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learning.

According to the Ministry of National Education (2010), 

character is a person’s character, morals or personality which is 

formed from the internalizing virtues that are believed and used 

for perspective, thinking, acting, and acting. While character 

education is education that develops the character   of students, 

therefore they have character and apply it   in their lives as members 

of society and citizens who are religious, nationalist, productive 

and creative.

From various definitions, it can be concluded that character 

education is something that qualifies a person, a person’s attitude 

in responding to situations morally, ways of thinking and behaving 

that characterize individuals to live and cooperate, both family, 

community, nation and state, a series of attitudes, motivations, 

and skills that are formed from the internalization of virtues which 

is believed and used for perspective, thinking, acting and acting. 

In conclusions, there is someone attitude that causes the person 

to be known.

The character education is education that instills and 

develops good characters for students, so that they imitate the 

characters, apply and practice it in their lives whether in family as 

members of society and citizens.

2. The Principles of Character Development 

Thomas Lickona, professor of education from Cortland 

University (1992) wrote a book entitled “Eleven Principles of 
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Effective Character Education” specifically discussing how it 

should be, carrying out character education at school whom 

quoted from education experts. In conclusion, the principles that 

can determine the success of character education are as follows:

a. Character education must contain moral values   that can 

form a good character.

b. Character must consist of thinking, feeling and action”.

c. Effective character education requires a comprehensive 

and focused approach from the teacher as a ‘’role model”, 

school discipline, curriculum, learning process, classroom 

and school management, integration of character material 

in daily life cooperation between parents, society and so 

on.

d. Schools must be a model of a “peaceful and harmonious 

society”.It is a miniature of how life should be in society, 

where each individual can respect, care for each other,be 

responsible and be fair. It can be created in various ways in 

character education book.

e. To develop character, students need opportunities to 

practice it, how to behave morally. For example, how to 

practice for social work in giving donations to orphanages, 

nursing homes, nursing homes, cleaning the environment, 

resolving conflicts, being responsible,etc.

f. Effective character education is covered by curriculum 

material that is meaningful to children’s lives or 

competency-based (life skills), so that children feel able to 
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face and solve problems.

g. Character education must arouse internal motivation of 

the children, for example by arousing guilt if they take 

negative actions or arouse empathy for the child in order 

to be sensitive to the difficulties of others.

h. The stakeholders at school must be involved in character 

education. The role of the Principal is very important in 

mobilizing staff to be a part of the character education 

process.

i. Character education at schools requires moral leadership 

from others such as principals, staff and teachers.

j. Schools must coorporate with parents and the surrounding 

community (School Committee Roles).

k. There must be periodic evaluations regarding the success 

of character education at schools. Schools must have a 

standard success of character education, which includes 

aspects of how character development of the teachers 

or staff as educators and how the character of students. 

Especially for teachers or staff as a figure “person of 

character” is very crucial to the success of character 

education at school. Therefore, understanding and training 

of teachers is very important to do.

3. The Characteristics of Character Development

Character education is education that emphasizes the 

formation character of students. There are four characteristics 
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of character education formulated by an originator of character 

education from Germany named FW Foerster.

First, character education emphasizes every action based 

on normative values. Students respect the existing norms and are 

guided by these norms.

Second,the existence of building self-confidence and 

courage, the students will be a people who are steadfast in their 

establishment or not easily swayed and not afraid of risk every 

time they face new situations.

Third, the existence of autonomy, namely students live and 

practice the rules from the outside to be their characters. In this 

case, students are able to take independent decisions without 

being influenced by pressure from others.

Fourth, it is about determination and loyalty. Firmness 

is the endurance of students in realizing what is deemed good. 

Loyalty is the basis of respect for selected commitments.

Character education is important for education in 

Indonesia. It  will be the basic in the formation of quality character 

of the nation, which does not neglect social values   such as 

tolerance, togetherness, mutual cooperation, mutual help and 

respect and so on. It will give birth to a superior person who not 

only has cognitive abilities but has a character that is capable of 

achieving success.

Based on research of Harvard University in the United 

States, it turns out that one’s success is not solely determined by 

knowledge, technical abilities and cognition (hard skills)but also 
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the ability to manage themselves and others (soft skills). This 

research revealed, success is only determined around 20% hard 

skills and the remaining 80% by soft skills. These soft skill skills are 

formed through the implementation of character education for 

students.

Based on the explanations above, it will be the pattern of 

education given to students. For example, giving understanding 

about good and bad things, providing opportunities, exploring 

their potential and giving appreciation for their potential, 

respecting decisions and providing support for children in 

making decisions, instilling the students about responsible and 

committing to his choice.

Actually, the most important thing is not the choice, but the 

ability to choose the accountability for our choices by committing 

to that choice. Character education should be formulated in 

the curriculum, applied educational methods, and practiced in 

learning. In addition, in the family and surrounding community, 

it is also recommended that a character education be applied 

so that superior generations of Indonesia will be born from the 

character education system.

4. The Importance of Character Development

Character education in early childhood is needed today 

because Indonesian childrenare currently experiencing a character 

crisis. Character here is the personality of a person that is formed 

from the internalization of various virtues that are believed and 
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used for perspective, thinking and acting. These virtues are in 

the form of a number of moral values, normssuch as honesty, 

courage to act, trustworthiness, respect for others, discipline, 

independence, hard work, and creativity.

The various problems that ingulf the nation are character 

crisis.Character education has become a trending topic discussed 

recently. According to Prof. Suyanto Ph.D character is a way of 

thinking and behaving to live and cooperate among the family, 

society, nation and state. Individuals who have good character are 

individuals who are able to make decisions and are ready to take 

responsibility for any consequences of the decisions he makes.

Character building is one of the goals of national education. 

ArticleI of the 2003 National Education System Law states that 

the objectives of national education is to develop the ability of 

students to have intelligence, personality and good character. 

National Education System Law was intended that education not 

only build the knowledge but also has a character. Furthermore, 

the generations of nations will develop characters that appropriate 

to the moral values   of the nation and religion.

Indeed, character education is very particulartoday. 

Because the philosophy of planting now and reaping tomorrow 

is a process that must be done in order to build the character of 

the children. Childhood is called by golden age, it is proven that it 

determines the ability of children to develop their potential. The 

results showed that the intelligence of adult is 50% since they 

were four years old. The next 30% increase occurs at the age of 
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eight, and the remaining 20%   in the middle or end of the second 

decade.

Besides, character education is started from family where 

a place for the growth of children’s character. In the world of 

character education, it must have been a primary teaching since 

Elementary School. Children will determine the fate of the nation in 

the future. The character that formed will determine the character 

of the nation in the future. The character of children will be well 

formed, if the students grow and express themselves freely.

At this time, it is expected that the role of parents and 

teachers in providing a character education that is good for early 

childhood, instills moral values, etc. This character education 

is very important to be formed for early childhood because the 

children absorbs and receives information quickly and they will 

absorb everything and applied it in their daily life. There is the 

difference with children that are educated and not educated.This 

is supported by the existence of a positive stimulus provided by 

the people around them, but on the contrary, if there is no support 

they are unable to compete and interact with others.

The important things should be known, if parents and 

teachers educate the children well; therefore the children grow 

and well-educated. 

5. The Internalization Strategy for Toddler Character 

Parents must also choose the right strategy in order to 

succeed. In addition to proper parenting, according to Irwanto 
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(2002), the dominant periods in forming the character and 

personality of the children are in the family. It starts from chilhood, 

to the early adulthood. At this time, children have a tendency to 

imitate the behaviors around them, take new behavior and action, 

and grow the self-identity. If the the process of building moral 

value   is summarized perectly, it will become the prior foundation 

and being the child’s personality.

According to Edi Waluyo (2007), character education for 

children should make them accustomed to behaving well. When 

the  children do not do good habits, the person feels guilty. Thus, 

good habits is an instinct which automatically make the children 

feel uncomfortable if they do not do good habits. The strategies for 

implementing character education offered by Edy Waluyo include:

1. Create a situation full of affection, accept children as they are 

and appreciate their potential. You have to provide stimuli 

for all aspects of a child’s development. They are cognitive, 

affective, socio-emotional, moral, religious and psychomotor.

2. Give an understanding of the importance of “love” in doing 

something and emphasize religious values   that uphold love 

and sacrifice.

3. Invite the children to be emphaty. Create an intimate 

relationship, so that children care about our desires and hopes.

4. Remind the importance of love between family members and 

expand this affection to others. Give examples of behavior in 

terms of helping and caring for others.

5. Use habituation methods. For example, we invite children 
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to carry out daily activities what we have programmed. It is 

expected that the programmed activities will be inherent the 

children even become their daily habits; for example, the habit 

of helping friends who are in trouble, visiting sick people, 

throwing trash in its place, etc. The habit as described isgood 

figure for children to learn until they continue their study to 

elementary school. After that, various learning resources such 

as the environment or reading habits will form their character.

6. Building character in children should make them accustomed 

to behaving well. If the child is accustomed to do good habits. 

If thechildren do not do good habits, they feel guilty and of 

course will not repeat that omission. For example, a child 

who is accustomed to bathing twice a day will feel bad when 

taking a bath only once a day. Thus, good habits that become 

instincts will automatically make children less comfortable if 

they do not do good habits.

7. Reduce the number of cognitive-based courses in early 

childhood education curriculum. Because cognitive education 

will lead to imbalances and hamper aspects of child 

development.

8. Knowledge and character must be balances; therefore learning 

materials should cover this.The learning methodis done with 

exemplary stories such as stories of exemplary prophets, 

friends of the prophet, Islamic heroes, national heroes, world 

heroes. Another way that is considered good is by contextual 

teaching and learning. Each childis given examples of good 
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activities that are directly shown in the actions of all educators 

in an educational institution.

6. Relationship between Character and Achievement

 Understanding this character is associated with the 

understanding of character, morals even multiple intelligence.

Multiple intelligences include four pillars interrelated with each 

other: intellectual intelligence, spiritual intelligence, emotional 

intelligence, and social intelligence. Social intelligence is often 

referred to the intelligent understanding in general or IQ. 

Intelligence outside of intellectual intelligence is what is closer 

to the understanding of character in general. Dr. Martin Luther 

Kingin the United States stated that education aims to get 

intelligent people comprehensively and strong character. Is there 

a relationship between character and achievement?

A newly published book entitled Emotional Intelligence 

and School Success (Joseph Zins, et. Al., 2001) compiles research 

about the positive influence of children’s emotional intelligence 

on success at school. The factors that lead to less success in the 

academic not only in the intelligence but also character problems 

such as self-confidence, ability to cooperate, social skills, ability to 

concentrate, empathy, and communication skills. This is related to 

Daniel Goleman about the success of someone in the community, 

it turns out that 80% is influenced by emotional intelligence and 

only 20% is determined by intelligence (IQ). Children who have 

problems in emotional intelligence will have difficulty learning, 
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they cannot control their emotions. It is being problem since 

pre-school; if they are not dealt with quickly, they will be carried 

to adulthood. Conversely, teenagers who have high emotional 

intelligence will avoid problems faced by teenagers such as brawls, 

drugs, liquor,etc.
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CHAPTER III
CHARACTER MEDIA LEARNING

1. Definition of Media Learning

 According to Schramm, learning media is a message of 

information that can be used for learning purposes. Gerlach & Ely, 

learning media is item which includes humans, material or studies 

build a condition that makes students able to obtain knowledge, 

skills or attitudes. It is the resources needed to communicate in 

learning, so that it is hardware, such as computers, TVs, projectors, 

and software used on hardware.

 According to the introductory book Cangara 

Communication Studies (2006),  media is a tool or suggestion that is 

used to convey messages from communicators to the public. There 

are some psychologists who think that communication between 

humans, the media that are most dominant in communication are 

five senses organ such as eyes and ears. The messages that are 

received by sense organ are then processed by the human mind 

to control and determine its attitude of something, before being 

expressed in action.

 According to AECT (Association of Education and 

Communication Technology, media used to convey messages 

and information. According to Miarso (2004) learning media is 

everything that is used to send messages and stimulatethoughts, 

feelings, attention, and willingness to learn so that it can encourage 
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the learning process.

 According to Dwi Siswoyo (2011), learning media is one of 

the educational tools that directly get achievement of educational 

purpose. It also called hardware that can be teaching media, 

laboratories, whiteboards, OHPs, projectors, etc

 According to Dina Indriana (2011), teaching media is a 

learning material that the teachersgive to students achieving an 

active and efficient learning process. According to Dede Rosyada, 

media originating from Latin“medius” literally means middle that 

is  delivered between the teacher and the language.

 Jhon D. Lutheru stated that audio visual aids and 

intructional material are the particular things in learning before 

the instructional media is popular things in the world National 

Education. 

 According to E. De Corte, learning media is a non-personal 

tool that is provided by teacher who plays a role in the teaching-

learning process to achieve instructional goals.

 Blattner Doris suggests that learning media are very 

important to use in learning, because students can remember 

50% of the learning material that is visible, but approximately 

only 10% of the material is oral learning. Learning media that 

are usually used for students are pictures, blackboards, natural 

objects, charts, flannel boards, maps and temples. According to 

Ibrahim and Nana Syahodiah the definition of learning media is 

a tool to share messages or lessons, stimulate thoughts, feelings, 

attention ofstudents in order to encourage the teaching and 



20 Early Childhood Character Education

learning process.

 According to Flemming in Arif S. Sardiman, media is often 

replaced with the word mediator that intervenes two main parties 

in the learning process. Santoso S. Hamidjojo in Latuheru said 

that learning media is media whose user is integrated with the 

purpose and content of teaching intended to enhance the quality 

of teaching and learning activities. According to Buckminster 

Fuller in Haney & Ulmer, the media is the third important things 

and the teacher is the second. In learning, media is interpreted 

as a communication tool used in the learning process to bring 

information in the form of teaching material from instructors 

to students; therefore students are more interested in learning 

activities. In teaching, the five senses most used in teaching are 

listening. Through hearing children follow event after event and 

feel something what is told. But, education believes that only 20% 

of what is heard can be remembered later. A deeper impression 

can be generated if what is told is seen through an image, model 

or object. Thus, in listening and seeing there will be a deeper 

impression. According to Asnawir, learning media are pictures, 

maps, blackboards, sand boxes, etc. can help children to remember 

better, which is able to remember up to 50% of what they hear 

and see.

2. The Guidance of Choosing Teaching Media

The principles of selecting learning media refer to the 

consideration of a teacher in choosing and using learning media to 
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be utilized in teaching and learning process. Itcauses the presence 

of variety media that utilized in teaching and learning process.

According to Rumampuk, the principles of media choice 

are (1) the media must be clearly identified the purpose, (2) 

the selection of the media must be objective, not only based 

on teacher’s pleasure. The choice of media is really based on 

consideration to improve student achievement, (3) none of the 

media is used to achieve all objectives. Every media has strengths 

and weaknesses. To use the media in teaching and learning should 

be chosen appropriately by looking at the advantages of the media 

to achieve certain goals, (4) media selection should be adapted to 

teaching methods and teaching materials, remember that media 

are an integral part of the teaching and learning process, (5) 

choose the media appropriately, the teacher should recognize the 

characteristics and how to use it and (6) media selection should be 

adjusted to the physical conditions of the environment.

Ibrahim stated that the guidance of  choosing teaching 

media, as follows: (1) before choosing the teaching medi, teacher 

must realizes that there is no the best media for all purpose. 

Each media has strengthen and weakness. The using of media is 

organized to effective the purpose, (2) selection of media should be 

objectively, it means requires the consideration the effectiveness 

of students, (3) the selection should have the qualifications as 

follows: (a) approximately to the learning purpose, (b) the media 

is provided (c) budget and (d) quality.
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In conclusions, the principles of the selection of learning 

media are (1) the media chosen must be appropriate to the purpose 

and subject, the teaching methods used and the characteristics 

of students (knowledge, language, and number of students 

learning), (2) able to choose the media appropriately, the teacher 

must recognize the characteristics and each of the learning media, 

(3) the selection of learning media must be oriented to students 

who learn that improve student learning effectiveness, (4) media 

selection must consider procurement costs, availability of media 

materials, media quality, and the physical environment where 

students learn.

Based on the conclusions above, a number of factors 

can influence the use of media in process activities that used 

for election activities. The factors are (1) the learning objectives 

to be achieved, (2) the characteristics of students or targets, (3) 

the type of learning stimuli, (4) the state of environment, (5) local 

conditions, and (6) the extent of the range to be served (Sadiman 

2002: 82).

The choice of instructional media by teachers in 

competency-based learning to read poetry must also be based on 

the principles of media selection which are based on a number 

of factors above. For examples the selection of learning media 

in the teaching and learning process must be adjusted to the 

instructional objectives of reading poetry to be achieved, the 

contents of the learning material for reading poetry, the teaching 

methods to be used, and the characteristics of students. Related 
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to characteristics of students, the teacher must have knowledge of 

the intellectual abilities so that the teacher can choose the media 

that is truly suitable for students. The accuracy of media will be 

able to improve the quality of the teaching and learning process 

of reading poetry so that teachers can improve student learning 

achievement,

3. Kinds of Learning Media

 The types of learning medianeed human sense organ to 

gain knowledge, then the media are classified into three types, 

they are: (1) visual/bashariyah), (2) audio/sam‘iyah), and (3)

audiovisual/sam’iyabashariyah).

 There are types of learning media. It starts from the simplest 

and cheapest to the most sophisticated and expensive media. The 

media can be made by the teacher and produced by the factory. 

For further information, there are media that are already available 

in the environment that we can use, there are also specifically 

designed for learning purposes. Although the media is diverse, 

but in reality there are not many types of media used by teachers 

at schools.

 Some of the most familiar media are printed media (books) 

and blackboards. In addition, many schools have used other types 

of media such as images, models, overhead projectors (OHPs) 

and real object. The other media such as audio cassettes, videos, 

VCDs, slides (frame films), and computer learning programs are 

still rarely used even though they are familiar to the teachers. The 
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teacher would be nice to know some types of learning media. 

This is intended to encourage us to hold and utilize the media in 

classroom.

 There are various ways and perspectives to classify types 

of media. Rudy Bretz identified the types of media based on three 

main elements; they are sound, visual and motion. Based on these 

three elements, Bretz classifies media into eight groups, as follows:

1. Audio media

2. Printed media

3. Visual silent media

4. Visual motion media

5. Semi-motion audio media

6. Audio visual silent media

7. Audio visual motion media

The explanation of the types of learning media is as follows:

a. Visual

Visual media is related to the sense of sight. Teaching media 

of the visual aids are useful in motivating, memorizing and 

understanding. It has an important role in the learning process. 

This media can facilitate understanding, strengthen memory, 

build the interest and provide a connection the subject matter 

to the real world. In order to be effective, visual media should 

be placed in a meaningful context and students must interact 

with the visual media to ensure the information.
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b. Non-projection visual media and projecting visual media.

Non-projection media is a media that often used in teaching 

and learning process, both two-dimensional and three-

dimensional characteristics. They do not require electric light 

or a projector. But, projecting visual mediais one group of 

teaching media that need light or electric power; therefore 

this media is seen by the user.

 There are several media that can be categorized as non-

projection visual media, as follows:

1. Whiteboard

Whiteboard is traditional media that is cheapest and flexible to 

write and draw a schemes, pictures, diagrams, etc. In addition, 

it can also be used to hang maps when needed. The usability 

and use power of the whiteboard depends on the creativity of 

the teacher.

2. Flannel boards

Flannel board is a board whose surface is coated with flannel. It 

is necessary to attach programs in the form of images, schemes, 

word cards, and others. It is usually mounted on a wall or hung 

between two pieces of wood at the top and bottom.

3. Rope board

Rope boards are made by attaching straps on a regular board 

or on a plywood board. A good rope is a small wire. The ropes 

are linked to other small nails that are placed on the right and 

left edges of the board, so that they stretch from left to right. 
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The distance between one rope and the other is adjusted to 

the size of the card that will be hung on the rope. The cards are 

made in good looking; thereforeit can easily be hooked to the 

rope, shifted and released again.

4. Magnetic board

In general, the use of magnetic boards is no different from 

flannel boards.The difference is in the system of attaching 

goods. In the magnetic board attached due to magnetic 

attraction, the surface of the magnetic board is generally 

white, so it can be used to write.

5. Wall chart

This media is pictures, plans, charts or schemes that are usually 

hung on the walls of the class. It is hung on a blackboard. A wall 

chart is useful for training vocabulary mastery and composing 

sentences.

6. Flash chart

This media is cards measuring 15 × 20 cm that consist of 30 to 40 

pieces. The material of this card is made of manila paper. Each 

card is filled with an image in the form of a stick figure.It is an 

image with simple lines and illustrates a clear message. Written 

form is not needed in this picture. It is suitable for practicing 

speaking skills spontaneously using certain sentence patterns.

The projected media are consist of:

1. Overhead Projector (OHP)

OHP is a tool used to project a transparent object to the 
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screen in order to produce large pictures. The OHP projector is 

hardware. It  is a media that requires software in the programs 

and transparency. Transparencies are translucent clear 

materials made from polyvinyl acetate or cellofilm.

2. Slide

A slide is a transparent image projected by a projector. The size 

of the slide is usually 2 x 2 cm or 2 x 3 cm. Slide has two forms: 

1) the traditional form which is released one by one, 2) two 

new forms are wrapped in a special place then inserted into 

the projector and automatically rotates like a film. Mute slides 

are voiceless slides, while sound slides are sound-accompanied 

slides. The slide uses a certain light projected through the lens 

to its surface.

3. Film Strips

This media is almost same as the slide and the difference is on 

the slide.  The images obtained from the shooting, while in the 

film strip, the images are series in one roll. Film strips can also 

be displayed with sound or without sound. The sound included 

the film explanation. For further information, the explanation 

of the film delivered to a manual or written narrative.

4. Silent film

This media projects a series of positive images continuously 

with a certain rotating speed and resulting the image seems 

to move. This media does not have sound. When the teachers 

present it, they add comments for certain need; the film also 

displayed without teacher comments. This media can be used 

to practice oral and written expression skills.



28 Early Childhood Character Education

5. Film Loop

The film loop is shorter than the silent film. It usually presents a 

particular scene. Some of them does not have sound, but there 

are equipped with sound, so that it has the image, motion and 

sound.

6. Audio Media

Audio media is related to the sense of hearing. The message 

conveyed is classified into auditive symbols, both verbal (into 

words/spoken language) and non-verbal. Audio media can 

attract and motivate students to learn more material.

The listening media or sam’iyah is as follows:

1. Radio

Radio is a broadcast program that is distributedl from the 

transmitter, and then received by the radio receiver to be heard 

by listener of the information. It is an electronic equipment that 

can be used to listen to good and actual news, know several 

important events. The radio broadcasting can be divided into 

three groups, they are: a) speeches, b) dialogues or question 

and answer, c) plays. This media can be used to teach listening 

skills.

2. Tape recorder

Tape recorder is a hardware device that requires software in 

the tape.

3. Language laboratories

Language laboratories used to train students to listen and 
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speak in foreign languages, for example Arabic and English by 

presenting previously materials. In the language laboratory, 

students sit on the academic rooms and ballot boxes. They  

listen to the teacher’s voice or the sound of the radio cassette 

through headphones.

4. Audio-Visual Media

Visual projections media are projected electronic media 

consisting of hardware and software. The use of this media 

requires electricity to be able to drive its use.

5. Audio-Visual Media

The most complete media for language teaching is listening 

media (sam’iyah bashoriyah or audio visual), because there is a 

process of mutual assistance between the sense of hearing and 

sense of eyes such as television, VCD, computer and language 

laboratories.

4. Kinds of Media Learning for Early Childhood 

 For early childhood character learning media is needed 

to support educators in delivering material well so that the 

material can be more easily understood by students. Based on the 

description above, the media that can be used include:

a. Audio Media

Audio media that can be used for example; audio cassettes, 

radio broadcasts, CDs, telephones.

b. Printed Media 

Printed media that used are textbooks, modules, brochures, 

leaflets, pictures.
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c. Printed Audio Media

Printed audio media that can be used for example; audio 

cassettes equipped with written material.

d. Silent Visual Projection Media

Silent visual projection media that can be used are 

overhead transparency (OHT)and film frame (slide).

e. Silent Audio Visual Projection Media

Silent audio visual projection media that can be used is 

sound frame.

f. Visual Motion Media

Visual media motion that can be used is silent film.

g. Motion Audio-Visual Media

Motion audio-visual media that can be used for example; 

films, NCD videos, television.

h. Physical Objects Media 

Physical objects Media that can be used are real objects, 

models and specimens.

i. Environmental Media

Teacher, librarian, laboratory assistant are group of 

environment media.

j. Computer Media 

CAI (computer assisted learning) and CBI (Computer Based 

Learning) are examples of computer media.
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CHAPTER IV
CHARACTER LEARNING MODEL

1. Definition of Model Learning

 Learning models are a systematic procedures in organizing 

learning experiences to achieve learning goals. It can be interpreted 

as an approach used in learning activities. In addition, the learning 

model can be interpreted as ways, examples and patterns, which 

have the purpose of presenting messages to students that must 

be known and understood. For exampleeducators make a pattern 

or example related to material provided and conditions in the 

classroom. A model will have certain characteristics seen from the 

factors that complement it.

 According to Amin Suyitno (2009), the learning model is a 

pattern or certain learning steps applied by the teacher in order to 

getlearning achievement more effectively and efficiently.

 According to Joyce in Trianto (2000), the learning model is a 

plan used in learning and tutorial for determining learning devices. 

According to Joyce, each model guide as we design instruction 

to help students achieve various objectives. It means that each 

model directs us in designing learning to help students  to achieve 

learning purpose.

 In conclusion, learning modelis similar to the approach, 

strategy or method of learning. Now, there are different types of 

learning models developed, from the simplest to the complicated 

because it requires a lot of media in its application.
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2. Toddlers Learning  Models

Learning model is a design that describes the process in 

detail and the creation of environmental situations that allow 

children to participate in learning. The components of learning 

model are consist of concepts, learning objectives, material/

themes, steps/procedures, methods, tools/learning resources, and 

evaluation techniques.

Learning models in kindergarten is based on syllabus 

developed into semester planning, weekly activity unit, and daily 

activity unit. Thus, the learning model is a concrete picture carried 

out by educators and students in their daily activity.

There are several learning models implemented in 

Kindergarten, including the Classical Learning Model, Group 

Learning Models, and Learning Models Based on Activity Angles, 

Area Learning Models, and Center-Based Learning Models. These 

learning models generally use relatively the same steps in a day, 

namely preliminary/initial activities, core activities, rest/meals, 

and final/post activities.

Preliminary activities are pre activities in learning aimed 

at focusing attention, arousing motivation so that students are 

ready to take part in learning activities. The core activity is a 

process to achieve basic competencies carried out interactively, 

inspirational, fun, challenging and participatory. The activities are 

carried out through exploration, experimentation, elaboration, 

and confirmation. Post activity is an activity carried out to end 

learning activities. The activity is giving conclusions, feedback and 

follow-up.
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The classical learning model is learning at the same time, 

the activities are carried out by all children. This learning model is 

the earliest model used in Early Childhood Education (PAUD) but 

the facilities are limited and lack of looking at children’s interests. 

Early Childhood learning models consist of several types below:

A. Group Learning Model

Group learning model for early childhood education is 

learning that is provided by the teachers to the students in order 

to fulfill students’ needed in their daily life. For example group 

learning model named group approach by giving safety activities. 

It is learning model that divides the students into three groups 

and each group has different activities. In one meeting, the child 

must complete 2 to 3 activities in a group thoroughly.

When group change and there are children who have 

completed their tasks faster than their friends, the child can 

determine other activities as far as other groups are available. 

But if there is no place, then the child play in a certain place that 

the teacher has provided which is called a safety activity. Safety 

activities should be provided with more varied tools and often 

replaced according to the themes or sub-themes discussed.

The classroom management of group approach for early 

childhood is consist of structuring the room and organizing 

students with their needs and planned programs that will achieve 

optimal learning. In addition,the things that need to be considered 

in class management are:
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a. The arrangement of furniture in the classroom must be 

adjusted to the activities to be carried out.

b. Grouping of children’s tables and chairs is adjusted to the 

students’ needs. The tablesand chairs arrangement can change. 

When participating in activities, children do not always sit in a 

chair but also on a mat or carpet.

c. Walls are able to attach information that is used for learning 

resource and the results of children’s activities, but the teacher 

not to provide a lot of information in order to interrupt students’ 

focus.

d. Laying and storing playground equipment is arranged well, so 

that it trainschildren to use it freely and do it independently. 

They also habituate toresponsible, make decisions, rearranging 

their equipment, etc.

e. The equipments for safety activities is arranged in the room in 

order that students use it easily.
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Picture 1. Group modeling room

The steps of toddler group learning model with safety activities use the 
following steps:

1. Pre- activities ( ± 30 minutes)

Pre-activities are carried out classically. It means that activities carried 

out together by all children in the classroom, for example praying, presence, 

singing according to the theme, clapping, discussing, asking questions about 

the theme and sub-themes or children experiences. If during the discussion the 

students feel bored, the educator will make a variety of activities likely 

physical or motoric activities or other games that can train the child's hearing.

2. Core activities ( ± 60 minutes ).

It is an activity that activates children's attention, abilities and social 

emotions. Activities consist of various play activities specifically designed for 

children so that they explore andconduct an experiment. For further 

information, it can help students to develop good work habits, improve 

understanding, concentration, initiative, independence and creativity.

In this activitity, the children are divided into several group and each 

group do different activities at certain time. There are organizing that divided 

the students into group but sometimes they do classical and individual 

activities. Before children are divided into groups, educators explain activities 

or things related to the tasks of each group in a classical manner. The activities 

in the classroom are divided into several groups.

Classroom Management for Early Childhood

Whiteboard Door 

Safety 
activities

Group 1

Group 2 Group 3

Picture 1. Group modeling room
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 The steps of toddler group learning model with safety 

activities use the following steps:

1. Pre- activities ( ± 30 minutes)

Pre-activities are carried out classically. It means that 

activities carried out together by all children in the classroom, 

for example praying, presence, singing according to the theme, 

clapping, discussing, asking questions about the theme and 

sub-themes or children experiences. If during the discussion 

the students feel bored, the educator will make a variety of 

activities likely physical or motoric activities or other games 

that can train the child’s hearing.

2. Core activities ( ± 60 minutes ).

It is an activity that activates children’s attention, 

abilities and social emotions. Activities consist of various 

play activities specifically designed for children so that they 

explore andconduct an experiment. For further information, 

it can help students to develop good work habits, improve 

understanding, concentration, initiative, independence and 

creativity.

In this activitity, the children are divided into several 

group and each group do different activities at certain time. 

There are organizing that divided the students into group but 

sometimes they do classical and individual activities. Before 

children are divided into groups, educators explain activities or 

things related to the tasks of each group in a classical manner. 
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The activities in the classroom are divided into several groups.

Educators and children can name each group. Children 

are given the freedom to choose activities they are interested 

in and the place provided in their group. Many children should 

take in turns following the activities planned by the educator. 

After the child follow regularly, the children may choose their 

own activities freely.

Children who have completed their assignments faster 

than their friends, they can continue activities in other groups. 

If there is no place, the child can carry out activities in safety 

activities. The functions of safeguards are:

a. It is the place for children who have completed their tasks 

faster in order not to disturb other friends.

b. To motivate children to quickly complete their tasks

c. To develop emotional, social, independence, cooperation 

and creativity of children.

d. It is use for the media.

It is better if the equipments provided in safeguards are 

more varied and often replaced according to the theme or sub-

theme discussed. And when group activities take place, educators 

are not in one group but also provide guidance to students who 

have difficulty even though the students are in another group.

3. Break/lunch (± 30 minutes)

This activity sometimes fulfill indicators or abilities to be 

achieved related to eating activities, such as food order, types of 
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nutritious food, social and cooperation. After eating the food, the 

students can play with a game outside the classroom that aims to 

develop physical/motoric.

4. Post-activities ( ± 30 minutes)

The activities carried out to entertain the students by 

reading story , pantomime, singing together, reading poems and 

finally discussing about the activities. After that the teachers tell 

the moral values and leads to pray for going home. 

B. Angular Learning Method

Angular Learning Method (Taman Indria)  based onEarly 

Childhood Education (PAUD)curriculum 2013.  Angular Learning 

Method provides opportunities for students to be closer todaily 

life. Teaching and learning activities with Angular Learning Method 

based on kinds of the activity, using learning steps is almostsame 

with area learning method. In Angular Learning Method, the 

center of activity is based on the interests of the child. The tools 

provided at the corners of the activity should be more varied and 

often replaced, according to the theme or sub-theme discussed.

Teaching and learning activities with Angular Learning 

Method and Area Learning Method has similarity in learning steps 

because both of these methods focus on child interest. Thereare 

5 angles that is adjusted according to the planned program with 

a range of 2 to 5 angles. Under certain conditions, it is possible 

for 1 corner for more than one activity. The tools provided at the 
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corners of the activity should be more varied and often replaced, 

according to the theme or sub-theme discussed.In Angular 

Learning Method, the room is organized according to a group 

of knowledge, namely: Neighborhood, Godhead, Development, 

Family, and Culture.Some things that need to be considered in 

managing Angular Learning Method class based on the angles of 

activity are:

a. The arrangement of playground equipment and furniture in 

the room, including tables, chairs and the area of the room, 

are adjusted to the activities to be carried out, especially at the 

corners of the activity.

b. Learning resources and results of children’s activities can 

be displayed on the board or on the wall of the room. The 

children’s creation can also be stored in each child’s drawer as 

a portfolio.

c. After being used for learning, play tools are tidied up and stored 

in such a way. It can train children for habituation that they 

want to achieve such as independence, responsibility, making 

decisions, customizing equipment and so on.

The Implementations of Angular Learning Method are as 

follows:

1. Pre Activity (± 30 minutes)

 The activities carried out are singing, praying, greeting, 

discussing themes/sub-themes, discussing activities to be 

carried out, doing physical activities.
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2. Core Activity ( ± 60 minutes)

 Before carrying out core activities, teacher and children discuss 

the assignments that are programmed in the corners of the 

activity. After that, the teacher explains the activities that will 

be carried out in every corner of the programmed activity.

 The angle is available every day. It is adjusted to the indicators 

developed and the provided means/tools of learning. Then the 

child is free to choose the preferred angle of activity according 

to his interests.Children can move to other corner of activities 

according to their interests without being determined by the 

teacher. Teacher provides motivation.

3. Break/Lunch (± 30 minutes)

 Joint eating activities instill good habits, such as washing 

hands, praying before and after meals, sharing foods with 

friends, tidying up utensils and so on. After eating, the available 

time can be used to play inside or outside the classroom.

4. Post Activity (± 30 minutes)

 The post activity is carried out in a classical manner, for example 

by telling stories, singing, doing cooperation to tidy up the 

classes, discussing daily activities that have been carried out, 

giving information for tomorrow’s activities, praying, and 

greetings.

C. Area Learning Method

Area Learning Method provides more opportunities for 

students to choose or do their own activities according to their 
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interests. This method is designed to meet the specific needs 

of children and respects cultural diversity and emphasizes the 

difference in learning experience for each child, choices of activities 

and centers of activities and family participation in the learning 

process. This method is designed to meet children’s specific needs 

and respect cultural diversity which emphasizes in:

1. Personal learning experience of each child.

2. Helping children make choices and decisions through 

activities in the prepared areas.

3. Family involvement in the learning process.

Family involvement in learning itself can be done in several 

ways as follows:

1. Family members are involved voluntarily in learning activities, 

for example parents are involved in preparing learning media 

settings or become models in certain learning.

2. Family members partner with Early Childhood Education 

(PAUD) in making decisions about children, for example 

parents are asked for their consideration regarding the special 

needs of individual services for children.

Area Learning Method covers three main pillars, namely: 

constructivity, in accordance with progressive development and 

education.Constructivism believes that learning occurs when 

children try to understand the world around them. Learning 

becomes an interactive process that involves child peers, adults 
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and the environment.Children build their own understanding of 

the world and things that are happening around them by building 

new understandings and experiences/understandings that they 

have had before.

The learning implementation uses methods that are in 

line with the child’s development stage. Every child develops 

through different stages, but at the same time, each child is an 

individual and unique creature. Thus teacher must look at and pay 

attention to the differences between certain skills and interests of 

children of the same age. All activities in this learning are based 

on the interests of the child, the level of cognitive development 

and socio-emotional maturity, encouraging the child’s natural 

curiosity, excitement about the sensory experiences and the 

desire to explore the child’s new ideas. Even the implementation 

of progressive education is built on the principles of child 

development and constructivism.

D. Central Learning Method

Central Learning Method is a approach learning that 

is carried out in the circle (circle times) and playing centers. 

Circles here mean the teacher sits with children in a circular 

position to provide a platform for children to do before and 

after playing. Playing center is a zone or children’s playground 

that is equipped with a set of play tools that serve as a circle of 

steps needed to develop all students’ basic potential in various 

aspects of development in a balanced manner. The centers that 
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are available every day are adjusted to the number of groups in 

each Early Childhood Education (PAUD). Central learning is carried 

out thoroughly from the beginning of the activity to the end 

and focus by one age group in one activity center. Each center 

supports children’s development in three types of play namely 

sensorimotor or functional play, role play and constructive play 

(building children’s thoughts). The following is an example of 

a play or space environment arrangement for Early Childhood 

Education (PAUD) learning using Central Learning Method.

Kinds of Central Learning for Early Childhood Education 

(PAUD) are as follows:

1. Beam Center

Beam center facilitates children to play about the concepts of 

shape, size, form, neatness, accuracy, language, and creativity. 

Playing beam is always associated with micro main roles, 

and buildings that are built to play a role. The main tools and 

materials of the Beam center: blocks with various shapes and 

sizes, beam accessories for playing roles, lego various shapes, 

paper and stationery.

2. Small Role Play Center (Micro)

Small role play develops the ability to think abstractly, 

language skills, social-emotional, connect the knowledge 

that is already possessed with new knowledge by using small-

sized role playing tools.Tools and materials of SmallRole Play 
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Center (Micro) are  various miniature toys, various toys for 

household appliances, various mini toys for medical devices, 

various mini-toys for transportation, various mini-tools for 

artisan tools.

3. Large Role Play Center (Macro)

Large Role Play Center (Macro) develops the ability to recognize 

the social environment, develop language skills, emotional 

maturity by using large-sized playground equipment in 

accordance with the actual size. Tools and materials Large 

Role Play Center(Macro)are toys for markets, toys for homes, 

toys for doctors, toys for beach activities, toys for carpenters, 

toys for fishing activities,toys for salon, etc.

4. IMTAQ Center

Imtaq center introduces religious life with skills related to the 

religion adopted by children. Imtaq center for Early Childhood 

Education (PAUD) units generally introduces the attributes of 

various religions, respects religion.

5. Art center

Arts centers can be divided into music, dance, craft, or 

sculpture. Determination of art centers developed depends 

on the ability of PAUD units. It is recommended that at least 

two activities be developed in the arts center, namely the art 

of music and craft arts. The art center develops fine motor 
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skills, harmony of motion, tone, social-emotional aspects and 

others.

6. Preparation Center

Preparation center emphasizes the introduction of early 

literacy in children. the use of books and stationery can be 

done in all centers, but preparation center is more enriched 

types of play activities. In the largest group of children who 

immediately enter elementary school, the frequency of 

playing is more in preparation centers. Preparatory activities 

can also be strengthened in the afternoon journal.

7. Natural Materials Center

Natural Materials Center has relation with knowledge of 

science, mathematics, and art. Natural Materials Center is filled 

with various playing materials that come from nature, such as 

water, sand, rocks, leaves. In natural ingredients, children have 

the opportunity to play materials in various ways according to 

their thoughts and ideas with different results. Use materials 

and tools that are around. Pay attention to safety. Materials 

and tools used must be free of toxic materials or harmful small 

animals.

The methods mentioned above are the result of research 

and application of experts in Early Childhood Education (PAUD) 

which lasted for years before being widely disseminated. The 
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study by experts was conducted to determine the extent to which 

the effectiveness of these methods was able to help children in 

learning. Each method has its own strengths and advantages. 

Therefore, whatever method is used, children can play comfortably, 

safely, and develop critical, creative, and good behavioral skills.

1. Selection of Character Aspect Learning Method

The selection of learning method for character aspects 

is a center model where the teacher is only a facilitator and 

motivator for students, because the most activities in the 

game are students, it means that the teacher must be able 

to provide space and learning activities in various forms to 

fulfill the intelligence of children or students. Before carrying 

out activities at the center, the teacher first needs to make a 

circle time or beyond center. Learning center or learning areas 

is a learning method that focuses on children. Its learning is 

centered in the center of play and when children are in a circle. 

Playing center is a zone or child play area that is equipped with 

a set of playing tools, functioning as an environmental footing 

needed to support children’s development in three types of 

games, namely playing sensorimotor (functional), playing 

roles and playing development. Whereas the circle time is 

when the teacher sits with the child in a circular position to 

provide a foothold for the child who is done before and after 

playing.
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There are 4 types of scaffolding to support children’s 

development, namely; (1) playing environment footing, (2) 

footing before playing, (3) footing during playing, and (4) footing 

after playing. The footing is variable support, adapted to the 

development achieved by children and given as a platform to 

achieve higher development.

Central learning is a learning method that has been 

developed by the Creative Center for Childhood Research and 

Training (CCCRT) based in Florida, USA for 25 years and has been 

accredited by the National Association Early Young Childhood 

(NAEYC) as a recommended learning method that can be applied 

in United States. The Directorate of Early Childhood Education 

has translated training materials for Central Learning Method 

and has obtained copyright from CCCRT for 5 years (2004-2009). 

Central Learning Method and circle time is the development of 

the Montessory, High Scope and Reggio Emilio methods, which 

focus on children’s activities in centers or areas to optimize the 

entire intelligence of children (nine plural intelligences). Central 

Learning Method is considered as the most ideal applied in 

Indonesia, besides not requiring a lot of equipment, but children’s 

intelligence can still be optimized. Central Learning Method is able 

to stimulate all aspects ofmultiple intelligencesby playing directly. 

Learning settings can stimulate children to be active, creative, and 

continue to think by exploring their own experiences. Obviously 

different from past learning that requires students to follow orders, 

imitate, or memorize.
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The objectives of the center learning are as follows:

a. Improving the service of learning experiences to children in 

more depth by providing freedom of exploration in every 

center.

b. Train children to be more independent because they don’t 

depend on the main teacher, but will be more directed to do 

activities with other teachers, especially those who are center 

teachers.

c. Central teachers will be more focused on developing centers 

and their responsibility by pouring out all the development of 

their creative ideas.

d. The learning process is expected to take place naturally in the 

form of working children experience, not only transferring 

knowledge from teacher to the children.

e. In that context, children understand what learning means, 

what benefits, in what status they are, and how they are 

achieved, they realize that what they learn will be useful for 

their lives later.

f. Children can position themselves as they need a provision 

for their lives later, in this case the center teacher serves as a 

director and guide or inspirator.
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CHAPTER V
CHARACTER LEARNING METHODS

1. Definition of Learning Method

Learning method is an effort made by educators to make 

the learning process goes well. Moreover, it is very important to 

makeenjoyable learning without boring due to the students are 

interested in learning and understand the lesson easily. 

The method is the strategies or ways used by the teacher 

in the learning process to be achieved.The more appropriate the 

method used by a teacher, the better the learning will be. The 

method comes from the Greek “methodos” word means way or 

way. Furthermore, learning method refers to the way that will 

be used to achieve a purpose. If associated with the learning 

process, learning methods can be interpreted as a method chosen 

by teachers to optimize the teaching and learning process in 

achieving the learning purpose.

Learning method has an important role in the learning 

process.In addition, it is able to create an interestingteaching and 

learning process and students are more easy to digest the material 

provided. For this reason, when choosing a method teachers must 

recognise the characteristics of students. The teachers can use 

different methods for each class appropriate tostudents’ abilities 

and their characteristics. According to Salamun (2009), learning 

methods are a different way to achieve different learning outcomes 
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under different conditions. Otherwise, the selection of learning 

methods must be associated with the conditions of learning and 

the learning outcomes to be achieved.

Sudjana (2005) argues that the method is a comprehensive 

planning to present learning material regularly, and it is conducted 

by a particular approach. According to Sangidu (2004), the method 

is a systemic way of working to begin the implementation of an 

assessment in order to achieve a predetermined goal.  It is similar 

to Sulistyo, Basuki (2010), method is every procedure used to 

achieve the final goal.  And according to Cholid Narbuko and Abu 

Achmadi (2007), methods are the right way to do things.

2. Kinds of Learning Method for Toddlers

There are types of learning method for toddlers:

1. Conventional methods 

This is the most practical and economical method without 

requiring many tools. It is able to overcome the scarcity of 

literature or information sources because the students should 

spend much money to buy it. But this method also has several 

weaknesses and strengths.

The weakness of the conventional methodsis:

a. Students become passive

b. The learning process is boring and students are sleepy.

c. Students who are visual learning styles will be bored and 

unable to receive information or knowledge. But children 

who are auditory learning styles,it is quite interesting.
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d. The teaching process becomes verbalism or focuses on 

understanding.

The strength of the conventional methodsis:

a. The teachers encourage students to be more focused.

b. The teachers can control the class 

c. The teachers can provide extensive lessons.

d. The teachers can teach a large number of students.

e. The teacher implement it easily

2. Demonstration Methods

The demonstration method is the process of using objects or 

teaching materials at the time of teaching. Teaching materials 

provide a real view of the lessons through doing experiments. 

The demonstration method has benefits. Students become 

more interested in learning, focus on the lesson and they 

remember the lesson easily. But this method has several 

weaknesses and strengths

The weakness of demonstration methods are:

a. A large number of students deter students’ view

b. Some materials can be demonstrate

c. Requires teachers who really understand to demonstrate it 

well.

The strength of demonstration methods are:

a. Students can understand the lesson in detail

b. The explanation becomes easier to understand

c. Minimizing errors in delivering oral materialbecause the 

lesson is proven clearly.
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3. Reitation Method

Recitation method is a teaching method required the students 

to make a resume about the material that has been delivered 

by the teacher. They  write it on paper and using their own 

language. But this method has several weaknesses and 

strengths.

The weakness of recitation methods are:

a. Tasks can be done by other people

b. The students are easy to cheat the summary on friends 

c. It’s hard to evaluate the students’ ability.

The strength of recitation methods are:

a. Students are more aware to remember the material 

because they have summarized it.

b. According to Fully Bahri (2000), students become more 

courageous in taking initiative and being able to be 

responsible

4. Experimental methods

The experimental method is a teaching method using actions 

in the laboratory. Each student looks at the procedure clearly 

and learnsthe material directly. But this method has several 

weaknesses and strengths.

The weakness of experimental methods are:

a. The lack of media prevents students to do an experiment

b. Requires much time to do an experiment
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The strength of experimental methods are:

a. Students can expplore themselves by conducting an 

experiment

b. Students prove the material through experiments.

c. Students are more interested in doing an experiment and 

they are more curios through experiments.

5. Field Trip 

Field trip is a teaching method  by utilizing the environment, 

location, or places that have a source of knowledge for 

students. It is carried out accompanied by a teacher or parent 

if he is still too young. They  are going to show the source of 

knowledge that students need to understand or observe. Field 

trip is carried out in historical places, in nature, or others. But it 

has several weaknesses and strengths.

The weakness of field trips are:

a. It requires a planning.

b. It requires preparations approved by parents and principal.

c. It often prioritizes recreational goals rather than learning 

objectives.

d. It requires a lot of money

e. It requires supervision from the teacher and parents.

f. It requires great supervision and protection 
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The strengths of field trips are:

a. It utilizes interactions with the real world

b. It stimulates students to be more creative

c. The materials are learned directly such as historical 

buildings

d. itis very pleasant and impressive

6. Method of skill training

It is a teaching method by giving training to the students. It 

is training skills or soft skills by making, designing, or utilizing 

something. This method is able to encourage studentcreativity 

by utilizing a more useful material.

The weaknesses of skills training methods are:

a. Students who do not have interest will find it difficult to 

adapt.

b. It deter other students’ talents.

c. It spend much time to carry out training and lead to 

boredom and loss of interest from students.

The strengths of skill training methods are:

a. Train students’ artistic creativity

b. Train focus, accuracy, speed, and accuracy

c. Trains children’s motoric and cognitive skills by using tools 

andchanging the materials into ideas and be creative
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7. Problem Based Learning (PBL)

Problem Based Learning method is carried out in small classes; 

students are given a case to stimulate group discussion. Then 

students present their discussion related to the casesthat they 

are discussed in groups.

The weakness of problem based learning methods are:

a. It is more appropriate in small classes with fewer students.

b. There is a trigger or a good trigger case so that the discussion 

can be directed related to the learning objectives.

c. There are mentor who is in charge of straightening the 

discussion.

The strengths ofproblem based learning are:

a. Students are active in expressing opinions and discussing.

b. Students are more active in finding material or information 

related to cases.

c. It  is an interesting  lesson and takes the focus of students.

8. Role playing

Role playing is a playing drama on a stage. It involves the 

students to act a character in a particular situation and 

show their expression. Learning through role playing trains 

interaction and expresses itself in real lifeor actual events. It is 

also used to practice good communication, or interaction with 

other people or friends.
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The weaknesses of role playing are:

a. Not all students enjoy this method

b. The introvert students  are difficult to learn

The strengths of role playing are:

a. Students are able to practice directly

b. Studentsfeel confidence in front of the class

c. Students more understand the material

9. Debate

Debate is a learning method by complaining arguments in 

two people or group. It is done formally   and politely.There 

are rules in debating that presented by sharing relevant and 

factualinformation.

The weaknesses of debate are: 

a. Students fightin giving opinions

b. There is not an informative opinion and contains rebuttal.

c. There is an argument without  solution.

d. Students who are not good at arguing will tend to be 

passive  but others are active in speaking.

The strengths of debate is: 

a. Train the ability to argue and maintain student opinions

b. Train group work

c. Demanding students to find strong information for their 

arguments
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d. Train self-confidence in giving opinion

3. Selection of Character Learning Methods

The methods that can be used in the activity of 

buildingmoral values   for early childhood, they are:

a. Playing Method

According to Mansur (2005), playing is the best way to develop 

students’ abilities. Before going to school, playing is a natural 

way for children to find the environment of others and 

themselves. In principle, playing contains pleasure and is more 

concerned with the process than the achievement.

b. Habituation

According to Mukharul Syafik (2009), habituation is something 

that is done repeatedly and finally it is being habit. It is actually 

based on experience, which is accustomed to something that 

is practiced.

c. Story telling

Storytelling is a method that has an attraction that touches the 

child’s feelings. Islam is aware of the nature of humans to enjoy 

stories that have a profound effect on feelings. Therefore it is 

being the educational techniques.

d. Field trip

According to Syaiful Bahri Djamaroh (2000), the application 
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of field trip is good to instill religious spirit on children, 

because recreation can help the students to know and 

see directly the beautiful creations of God Almighty. 

Furthermore,experiencesmake the students are more 

interested in learning the lessons;therefore students are more 

willing to explore the subject  by looking for the information 

from other books as well as fostering love for the environment as 

God’s creation. The method of field trip provides entertainment 

to students and being recreation for them.

e. Modeling

According to Ramayulis (2002), modelingis a method of learning 

by demonstrating model; it takes place through the creation 

of intimate social conditions between school personalities, 

educators and others that reflect good characterdirectly or 

through a number of good  stories.

f. Demonstration 

According to Muhibbin Syah (2000), the method of teaching 

by demonstrating goods, events, rules and sequences of doing 

activities, both directly and through media that is relevant to 

the subject or material being presented.

g. Discussion

According to Moh. Syafiruddin (2011), discussion is the 

delivering of lessons. At the time, teacher ask questions and 
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students answer the questions. On other hands,  it could be 

a method of education where educators ask some questions 

related to the lessonand students answer the the questions 

well.
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CHAPTER VI
CHARACTER ASSESMENT EVALUATION 

1. The Definition of Assesment For Toddlers

Based on Depdiknas (2004), assessment is a process of 

measuring the students’ achievement. It is a systematic process that 

contains information, analyzing and interpreting the information  

in making decisions. Assessment for toddlers in the context of 

learning is a systematic procedure that obtain information of 

the performance and progress of development that achieved by 

students after participating the habituation activities in a certain 

time.

According to James, E. Johnson (2012), evaluation is a 

process of selecting, collecting and interpreting information to 

make a decision or to make an assessment of the weaknesses of 

a program, or the approach to solve the problem;therefore it can 

perfect a purpose.

2. Kinds of Scoring Evaluation for Toddlers

Determination of the evaluation is used by determining the 

use of assessment data collection. The assessments are grouped 

into tests and non-tests. The explanation is as follows:

1. Test

The test uses the form of tests both written test and spoken 

test. Because of the toddlers’ activities in kindergarten, test is rarely 

used.
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2. Non-test

There are kinds of non-test that is provided for toddlers:

a. Giving assignment

Giving assignments is one way of assessment that is used 

by giving certain tasks according to the ability to be tested.

b. Dialogue

Dialogue is an assessment carried out through 

conversations or stories between children and teachers 

or between children and children. There are two kinds of 

conversations that can be done, they are; (a) structured 

conversation assessment, where conversations are 

carried out by the teacher using special time and using 

the guidelineand (b) structured conversation evaluation, 

where the conversation is done between the teacher and 

the child without preparation, anywhere, anytime and 

doing other activities.

c. Observation

Observation is the process of collecting data using sensory 

devices. Recapitated data needs to be recorded.

Each child can be observed individually or in groups and 

observations are recorded using a record media or observation 

sheets. The observation that is conducted for toddlers as follows;
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a. Anecdotal Record

Anecdotal Record is a specifically note about students’ 

behavior both good and bad character.

Table 1. Anecdotal Record
Name: 

Age : 

Location : 

Observer : 

Development aspect : 

Date: 

Time : 
Events Note/ comment
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b. Running record 

Running records  is a detail information about students’ 

character complete with their action. 

Table 2. Running records
Name   : 

Age: 

Location: 

Date and Time: 

Observation:

Development aspects of students: 

Observation Note/ comment
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c. Time sampling

Time sampling is used for writing the frequency of action 

at the certain time. 

Table 3. Time sampling
Name: 

Age: 

Location: 

Tanggal dan Waktu: 

Observer: 

Development character of students: 

Action Time Note/ comment
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d. Action sampling

Action sampling is necessary for the certain action.

Table 4. Action sampling
Name: 

Age: 

Location: 

Date and time: 

Observer : 

Development aspect of students :

Time First action Behavior Effect

e. Checklist

Checklist is list of behavior that is organized in system 

criteria.

f. Multilevel scale

Multilevel scale gives an evaluation about students’ 

behavior.
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CHAPTER VII
CLOSING

Character education is similar to moral education. It builds 

students’ personality to be a good person. If the students are a 

good citizen, they will be a good generation. The criteria for good 

individuals, good citizens, and young generation are social values, 

whichare influenced by the culture of the people and the nation. 

Therefore, the essence of character education is building good 

characters to the students derived from the Indonesian culture 

itselfin order to foster the personality of the young generation.

Character education is very important to begin for toddlers 

because character education is an educational process that 

focused on developing moral values, attitudes, and behaviors that 

emit good character. Moral values  are virtuous deeds, trustworthy, 

anticipatory, good thinking, hard working, civilized, brave to do 

right, dare to take risk, discipline, humble, faithful, initiative, 

strong-willed, positive thinking, unpretentious, passionate, 

constructive, grateful, responsible, tolerant, wise, intelligent, 

meticulous, democratic, dynamic, efficient, empathetic, persistent, 

frugal, sincere, honest, knight, commitment, cooperative, creative, 

strong, independent, humane, introspective, respecting others, 

respecting health, respecting time, patriotic, forgiving, generous, 

self-control, productive, diligent, friendly, beautiful, compassion, 

attachment, shame, ownership, confidence, willing to sacrifice, 

humble, patient, enthusiastic,etc. 
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Experts said that the failure to build characters on 

toddlerswill be a problem in adulthood. Besides that, instilling 

morale on young generation is a good effort. Toddlersis a critical 

period for building character which0-6 ages is the golden age. On 

this occasion, children are able to absorb information as much 

as 80%.  Building moral education today is the key to building a 

nation in the future. The children will grow into a good person 

and they can be optimally developed. Of course, it requires the 

participation of many people; they arestakeholders at school, 

friends, and their environments and especially for their parents. 

Therefore, parents are the first educator for children.

Forming characters is similar to carve on a gemstone. 

After that, there isa behavior that is built. Doni Koesoema A 

(2007) understands that character is the personality. Personality 

is a characteristic of a person originating from the environment. 

According to the Ministry of Education Language Center, character 

is innate, heart, soul, personality, character, behavior, personality 

and temperament.

Education is the process of internalizing cultural values   into 

a person and society in order to becivilized. Character education 

is an education that develops the cultural values   and national 

character of the students; they have moral values   and character 

as their attitudes and it becomes their life styles that are religious, 

nationalist, productive and creativein a daily activity. (Puskur, 

2010).
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Intelligence and character should be balances. Because 

intelligence without character is useless and character without 

intelligence is nothing.  They are the important things that should 

be improved in learning process. The teacher not only teach the 

material but also improve students’ ability to work together,  to 

socialize, to concentrate, to be empathy, and to communicatewell.

The role of educational institutions is likened to a “machine” 

to form character human resources. Educational institutions 

become “workshops” in improving of national morality eroded by 

the negative impact of modernization. Education is required to be 

agent of change.

Character education at school is also strongly associated 

with school management. The management is how character 

education is planned, implemented, and controlled in education 

activities at school immediately. It involves  the values   that need 

to be embedded, the content of the curriculum, learning process, 

assessment, educators and education staff.
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